
 

 

GRADE 6: MODULE 1: UNIT 2: LESSON 12 
The Fates 

 
 

The ancients believed that how long people lived and the destinies of mortals were regulated by three 
sister-goddesses, called Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos, who were the daughters of Zeus and Themis. 
 
The power that they wielded [held] over the fate of man was symbolized by the thread of life, which 
they spun out for the life of each human being from his birth to the grave. They divided this job 
between them. Clotho wound the flax around the distaff [a stick or spindle], ready for her sister 
Lachesis, who spun out the thread of life, which Atropos, with her scissors, relentlessly snipped 
asunder [apart], when the life of an individual was about to terminate [end].  
 
The Fates represent the moral force by which the universe is governed. Both mortals and immortals 
were forced to submit to this force; even Zeus is powerless to prevent the Fates’ orders. The Fates, or 
Moiræ, are the special deities that rule over the life and death of mortals. 
 
Poets describe the Moiræ as stern, inexorable [impossible to stop or prevent] female divinities. They 
are aged, hideous, and also lame, which is meant to show the slow and halting march of destiny, 
which they controlled. They were thought of as prophetic divinities.

Adapted from: Berens, E. M. “Moiræ or Fates (Parcæ)”. Myths and Legends of Ancient Greece and Rome. New York: Maynard, Merrill and Co., 1894. 139–141. 
Web. 7 June 2013. Public domain. 
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	Focus on one experience in The Lightning Thief, and show how that experience aligns to “The Hero’s Journey.”
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	Chapter 10, pages 155-156
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	Chart 2:
	Cronus: “But Cronus did not set his monstrous brothers free, and Mother Earth was angry with him and plotted his downfall.”
	Chart 3:
	Chart 4:
	Adapted from Odell Education resource: “Forming Evidence-based Claims”
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	The story of Cronus is a classic myth that shows the theme of a mother’s love.
	This classic myth shows how a mother’s struggle to save her children became the origin of the gods and Greek culture.
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	How does Percy show that he is a hero in Chapter 17 of The Lightning Thief?
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	Note: Talk with your partner to help you think before you write. But each of you should write your own essay in the space below.
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	The first body paragraph identifies two elements of mythology present in the myth of Prometheus.
	The first body paragraph includes evidence to show each element of mythology.
	The second body paragraph identifies a theme of Prometheus.
	The second body paragraph provides two details that contribute to the theme.
	The second body paragraph explains how the details help to prove the claim.
	The mini-essay ends with a concluding sentence that shows the writer’s thinking about why this matters.
	Use evidence from both the myth and the informational text to support your answer.
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	“I knew you would say that,” said Ariadne. “Come with me. Here is your own sword. You will need it.”
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	Notes:
	Answer the question: How is Percy a Hero? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
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	Unit 3: Elements and Theme of Mythology in The Lightning Thief
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	“Tell me more, Grandpa,” Marney said.
	My hero – Who is your hero? How do readers meet the hero?
	The Ordinary World – What is the setting at the beginning?
	The Call to Adventure – How is your hero started on his or her journey?
	The Supernatural World – What kind of place is the new world going to be?
	The Allies – Who will be helping your hero along the way?
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	The Supreme Ordeal – What is going to be the climax of your story?
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	How does your plan for a hero’s journey align with the archetype of “The Hero’s Journey?”
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	Write your best independent draft of your hero’s journey narrative that follows the hero’s journey archetype.



